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OPINION 685 

AMMONITES LAEVIGATA LAMARCK, 1822 (CEPHALOPODA)- SUP 
PRESSED UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS; TOGETHER WITH THE 
VALIDATION OF TWO NOMINAL SPECIES NAMED AMMONITES 
LAEVIGATUS BY J. DE C. SOWERBY, 1827 

RULING.—(1) Under the plenary powers: 

(a) the specific name laevigata Lamarck, 1822, as published in the binomen 

Ammonites laevigata, is hereby suppressed for the purposes of both the 
Law of Priority and the Law of Homonymy • 

(b) the operation of the Law of Homonymy is hereby suspended in the case of 

Ammonites laevigatas J. de C. Sowerby, (1827 : 135) in order that it be 
not invalidated by Ammonites laevigatus J. de C. Sowerby, (1827 : 93). 

O (2 l T ii e fo,lowing s P ecific names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified- 

(a) laevigatus J. de C. Sowerby, 1827 (: 93), as published in the binomen 

Ammonites laevigatus (Name No. 1943); 

(b) laevigatus J. de C. Sowerby, 1827 (:135),’ as published in the binomen 

Ammonites laevigatus (Name No. 1944). 

(3) The specific name laevigata Lamarck, 1822, as published in the binomen 
Ammonites laevigata (as suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) above) is 
hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology with the Name No. 780. 


HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1203) 

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Dr 
D. T Donovan and Mr. C. W. Wright in February 1957. The application was 
sent to the printer on 13 July 1961 and was pifblished on 2 February 1962 in 
Bull. tool. Nomencl. 19 : 35-38. Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary 
powers m the present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to 
the other prescribed serial publications (Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 51-56) and to 
thre e p a lae on t° Iogica l serials. The proposals were supported by Mr. It. V. 
Melville Dr. R. Casey (Bull. zool. Nomencl. 19 : 267), Dr. H. Ivimey Cook and 
Dr. H. I re bold. 


DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 
On 18 January 1963 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (63)4 either for or against the 
proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 19 : 36-37. At the close of the 
prescnbed voting period on 18 April 1963 the state of the voting was as follows: 

Affirmative votes—twenty-one (21), received in the following order: C hina 
Hering, Boirnet Vokes, Obruchev, Key, Riley, Mayr, Uchida, Lemche, Alvarado, 

Jaczewski, Stoll, do Amaral, Hemming, Binder, Brinck, Tortonese, Mertens 
Jluhnelt, Evans. 
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Negative votes—three (3): Holthuis, Bradley, Boschma. 

On Leave of Absence—one (1): Prantl. 

Voting Papers not returned—one (1): Munroe. 

Commissioners Borchsenius and Miller returned late affirmative votes. 

The following comments were made by Commissioners in returning their 
Voting Papers: 

Dr. L. B. Holthuis (25.i.63): (1) I do not think that the Commission should 
allow two primary homonyms to be both valid names—and certainly not in this 
case where both are junior homonyms of a third name. (2) As long as the 
applicants have not tried to identify Ammonites laevigata Lamarck, it seems 
incorrect for the Commission to take any action concerning this name. 

Prof. E. Binder (22.iii.63): Lamarck’s type material of this species is not in his 
collection in the Museum of Geneva, and as far as I know is probably lost. 
This renders the proposal even more justified. 

Original References 

The following are the original references for the specific names placed on the 
Official List and Index by the Ruling given in the present Opinion: 
laevigata , Ammonites , Lamarck, 1822, Hist. nat. Anim. sans Vertebr. 7 : 637 
laevigatus, Ammonites , J. de C. Sowerby, 1827, Min. Conch. 6 : 93 
laevigatus , Ammonites, J. de C. Sowerby, 1827, Min. Conch. 6 :135 

CERTIFICATE 

I certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (63)4 were cast as set out above, 
that the proposal set out in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted under the 
plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision of the Inter¬ 
national Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 685. 

W. E. CHINA 

Acting Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
29 April 1963 


